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E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, UR, GR 

SUB J : IZVESTIYA ON GREEK-SOVIET RELATIONS 

REF: A. ATHENS 1439 
B. ATHENS 1480 

1. IZVESTIYA ARTICLE (REFTELS) ON GREEK-SOVIET 
RELATIONS (MARCH 6) DOES NOT STRIKE US AS SIGNIFICANT 
DEPARTURE FROM USUAL SOVIET LINE EXPRESSING READINESS 
FOR IMPROVED RELATIONS BUT TYING IMPROVEMENT TO 
BEHAVIOR OF GREEK GOVERMENT IN AREAS OF INTEREST TO 
USSR. 

2. AUTHOR SVETLOV, AS BEFITS OCCASION FOR HIS ARTICLE, 
WAXES ELOQUENT ON FAMILIAR THEME OF PAST COOPERATION 
OF SOVIET AND GREEK ''PEOPLES'' AND HOLDS OUT OPPORTUNITY 
OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF COOPERATION ON INTERGOVERN- 
MENTAL BASIS. 

3. HOWEVER, ARTICLE TAKES PREDICTABLE TOUGH LINE ON 
"FORCES" INSIDE AND OUTSIDE GREECE WHO ARE CASTING 
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INTO NATO'S ANTI-SOVIET ORBIT. SVETLOV OFFERS OLIVE 
BRANCH SUGGESTING ACTIVE GREEK ROLE IN IMPROVING INTER- 
NATIONAL SITUATION IN UN, CSCE, AND MBFR TALKS WOULD 
HAVE POSITIVE EFFECT ON GREEK-SOVIET RELATIONS. THORN 
APPEARS WHEN HE TIES THIS TO "REALSITIC AND RESPONSIBLE" 

ACTIONS BY GREEK GOVERNMENT. 

4. ADDITIONALLY, SVETLOV RESERVES COMMENT ON GREEK- 
SOVIET RELATIONS FOR RELATIONS BETWEEN TWO PEOPLES. 

HE ALSO REFERS POINTEDLY TO REPRESSION OF GREEK PATRIOTS. 

THUS, IN OUR VIEW, ARTICLE DOES NOTHING SUBSTANTIAL TO 
MODIFY THE SOVIET NEGATIVE VIEW OF THE PRESENT GREEK 
REGIME. 

STOESSEL 
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